A cytogenetic study of 74 nasopharyngeal carcinoma biopsies.
Cells from 102 nasopharyngeal biopsies of patients suspected of Nasopharyngeal Carcinoma (NPC) and family members of NPC patients were cultured. Metaphases were successfully obtained from 74 of the biopsies of which 52 were subsequently histologically confirmed to be NPC. Cytogenetical analysis using Q-banding showed abnormalities in 15 cultures, and these included polyploidy, aneuploidy and marker chromosomes. Of the 15 abnormal cultures, 14 were from confirmed NPC patients and in five of these, a consistent 5q+ abnormally was seen involving 5q31. The only other abnormal chromosome changes seen was in a patient with olfactory neuroblastoma.